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‘ ' 
Information has been received to the effect 
that’ two cases containing @ radio receiving set 
consigned to Dr. P. Prunse of the Royal Italian 
Embassy arrived from ‘New York by the s.s. Yomachichi 
; on or about May 22nd 1940. The gross weight of 

the cases was 78 kilos. and the net weight 37 kilos. 

" ' Teo other cases also seid to contain a radio. 
receiving set consigned to Dr. C. Lauventd, Chancellor 

of ‘the Royal Italian Embassy, arrived from New York 

' by the same vessel. ‘ 


All cases were exempted from Customs duty. 
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SUBJECT:  Bafereuce 


“CONTE VERBES 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Since the beginning pf the wer there have 

been four Germen ships tied up at Yokohama, eight at 
Kobe end six at Deiren, besides the "Ramses® here. 
At least three of these German vessels would make 

better Raiders than the "Conte Verda" but, as far ta 
is known, nothf{ng has been done to prepare any of 

‘them for raiding; either the Japanese would not let 

them or the Germans have not thought it worth while. 


There heve been numerous reports also of 
Japanese intention to purchase or cherter German 
ships for operation in the Inland Ses and territorial 
waters; efter eight months warfare, however, no 
, purchases or charters have been effected. 


IN Qader 


Lieutenant Colonel. 
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Information has been received from a very 
reliable source to the effect thet upon instructions from 
its Head Office in Tokyo the local brancn of the Toa Kaiun 
Kaishe, Japenese Shipping Company, 5 the und, has begun 
negotistions with the local branch of the Lloyd Triestino 
with a view to purchasing the s.8. "Conte Verde" now laying 
in Shanghsi. No definite reply has oes set been given by 
the Lloyd Triestino es they are savaiting » cable from the 
Head Office in Rome. It has been learnec thet the Lloyd 
Triestino doubt very much thet this offer will meet support 
,of the Italien Government es they are of the opinion that the 
8.5. "Conte Verde", a very fast ship, will in the near future 
depert for Kobe, Japan, where it would be converted into an 
Auxilisery Cruiser for tl.e purpose of rafding Allied Shipping 
in the Pacific Ocean. . 4 

The Lloyd Triestino has, however, offered tho 
Toe Kaiun Kaisha the uepportunity of pyrchesing for 
U.S.$2,260,000.00 a newly constructed passenger-freighter 
which recently arrived in Japan on its meiden voyege. 


. ‘ Dr Piero Terni, Italian lawyer of 149 Yuen Ming 
Yuen'Road is acting as a go-between and preliminary 
negotiations were started at his Office. 
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information has beam received fram a very reliable 
source to the effect that upon instructions fram its 
Head five in Tekye the iecal branch of the Tea Kaiwm 
' <aiaiam,Japemese shipping vempany,5 The dund,has vegum 
 eaastaniseun with the leca} branch of the Lied 
Triestine with « view te pusehasing the ace. * Conte 
Verée ° new laying in shanghai. Bo definite reply has 
: es yet seem given Wy the Liegd Triestine as thay are 
awaiting a cable fren the Mead Office in Nemes. 
30 hae been learmed that the lieyd Triestine doubt 
very mush th>t this offer will msct support of the 
Italien Gevemmant se they age of the opinion that the 
@eSe ° Comte Verée °,a very fast aiipowill in the near 
futase depart ice <eue,Japen wheve it wewld be converted 
inte am Awsiisiazy Crufieer fer the purpese of vaiding 
‘Allifed Shipping in the Pasifie Cseane 
Te lkeyd tricstine has,hewever,cfferet the fen Keim 
keatjenn the eppevtmity of puschtving fon 5.5.$ 8.360.600. 
00 a newly constructed pancengercf_sightes which 
weeently arrived in dagen on ite maiden vayags. 
Be. Beewe Temi,italion Louver of 249 Tusn uing Yuen 
Reed fe esting as @ go-betwoen and prelininasy.. 
negotiations weve cterted at his fice. 
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infermatien has been received fram «a very reliable 
gseurce te the effect that won instructions fram its 
Head 2ffice im Texye the lecal branch of the Tea Keim 
alsha,Japanese shipping ‘empeny,$ The sumd bas begun 
negetiations with the lecal eraneh of the Lled 

_ Triestine with a view te purehasing the o08. “ Conte 
Verte * now laying in imanghai. 30 definite veply has 
es yet been given w the Licyé Tricstine as they ave 
awaiting a cable fram the Need Office in vane. 
| 30 naw deem leased that the Licgd Tsiestine doust 
‘vey mush that this.cffer will meet support of the 
Italien Gevemment as they ave of the cpinien that the 
oa. * Cente Verde “,a very fast shipywill im the near 
future depart fer <ete,Japan whewe 10 wewld be converted 
inte em sumiliazy Cruiser fer the purpese  veiding 
Allied Shipping in the Pacific Cseane 

The Kieyé friastine has,heveves,effesed the ten Keim 
Kedehe the eppertunity of puvehesing fer U.5.$ 8.280.000, 
oO & mhy cenetrusted geacengqert sed ghees whisk 
vecentiy axsived in Sayen on Ste maiden veyege. 
Dee Peeve Temmigitelion Lasyer of 140 Yuen Ming Yuen 
Read je esting af & go-netwoen and prelininazy 
negotiations weve started at his Office. 
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anformution has beon received fram a very reliasle 
source to the effect that won instructions fram its 
Head fies in Texye the local Braneh of the ‘ca <aium 
-aisha,Japanese ~hipping .ompeny,5 The Jund,has vegum 
negetiations with the lecal srameh of the lievya 
Triestine with « view te pupehasing the a.8. * Cente 
Verée ° new laying in thangned. No definite reply has 
es yet vecn given wy the Liegé Triestine as they ave 
awaiting a cable fram the Mead Office in Rane. 

It hae Been leammed that the lied Triestine doustd 
very mush that thie offer will moot support of the 
Italien Gevemment ae thay ave of the opinion that the | 
Sos. * Cente Verde “,0 veay fast aiipywil in the near 
futuse depart fer <etecJapen whose At woulA be converted 
inte an sutiliagy Crujeer for the purpose of veiding 
Allied Shipping in the Pasifie sean. ‘ 

The laeyé Tricetine has,heweves,cfferet the Tea Xaiva 
Keisha the eppartunity of puschening for U.S. 2.260.000 
00 a newly censtrusted pesdenger-t veighter whieh 
wecentiy cevived in Jepds on ite maiden voyage. 

De. Peewee Teemi,talian Lenyer of 149 Yuen Ming Tush 
Reet is esting as & ge-netwoen oné prelininary 
negotiations wese eparted at his office. 7} 
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